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“This is not a document written by an Artificial Intelligence”

Alan Turing emulating René Magritte
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The future is now !

#SmartNation #artificialintelligence
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320+ organizations; 1700+ experts ; 30000+ attendees to activities



0,5 M€ (2 M€)

0,9 M€

0,2 M€ (0,5 M€)

Observatory & technico-economic watch

Consultation Platform ( EU, OECD, CE, UNESCO, GPAI)

Agenda of Activities

Strategy & Policy Support

Ecosystem Enabler & Operations System

Contact Point & One-stop-shop

Working Groups Coordination

Events organizer 

AI4EU Contact Point

Activities

0,35 M€



Working Groups Overview

Upcoming Working Groups include AI4Media and AI4Art & Design

Ethics & Law

Future of Work & Skills

Data Governance

Security & Safety

Infrastructure

Services



Thank you
For your attention

By & for 

People



AI4Belgium Boards, Workgroup and Taskforce

A combination of Strategic Board (1), supported by 
External Advisors (2) and the Core Team (5), steers
the Workgroups (3), each being segmented in 
Taskforces (4), to get several hundreds of 
Contributors (6) at work





Belgian AI Landscape

Belgian Companies (startups, scaleups)

www.ai4belgium.be/ai-landscape
 439 companies 

 200M investment per year (exp growth) 

 TOP 5 industries : HealthTech, Manufacturing, 
Business Intelligence, MadTech, FinTech, HR Tech 

 8% Belgian AI startups with a branch in NL

 several programs are launched for the AI uptake by
Belgian Companies 

Research and tech transfer

 2300 researchers

 High productivity in scientific publications

 covers all AI technologies

 Challenges : AI-Driven Data Science, AI in the Edge, 
Multi-agent collaborative AI, Human-like AI

 Main application domains : Health, Industry4.0,  
Ethics & Law, Energy, Logistics, Education, Creative 
Industry

 Programs : AI Flanders Program, Digital Wallonia4.ai, 
in preparation Brussels AI Plan, new version of Federal 
AI Plan 

 Entities : IMEC, Vlaamse AI Academy, Data & 
Maatschappij Kennis Centrum, TRAIL, FARI, 9 
Universities + Research Centers (SiRRIS, 

Belgian AI applications within public 
sectors 
 Survey launched,

 Finances, Justice, Police, Social Security

 AI4GOV Hackathon


http://www.ai4belgium.be/ai-landscape


Tech Savvyness / Belgian Economy

AI 
• Global AI Index 24th rank in 2020 

• 17% of the companies integrate AI 
solutions

• Vivace and growing ecosystem supported
by strong regional plans

• 40 to 50 millions a year on AI from
Regional Plans

Other International benchmark
• High speed and capacity networks (cfr. 

DESI)

• Use of Digital Technologies in the
companies: 
• delen van elektronische informatie, Big 

Data, Cloud en (grensoverschrijdende) 
onlineverkoop (cfr. DESI)

• Offer for Digital Public Services (cfr. DESI)

• Use of social network and
internetbankieren (cfr. DESI)

• Proactivity (public services, cfr. OECD DGI)

• Human Capital (cfr. UN EGDI)



AI Ethics Assessment Tool 

GOV

HR

Health



Adoption of AI in Belgian 
Hospitals Barometer

• 98% of hospitals in Belgium participated in the inquiry

• 90% +  View AI as positive/very positive development

• 68% improve decision making 

• 60% reduce risks

• 57% free up time for added value tasks

• 86% think AI will have a great impact on 
hospitals in the next 5 years

• Four top priorities
• Identification of use cases

• Monitoring and follow-up

• Interpreting test results

• Prevention and diagnosis



https://www.ai-startups-europe.eu (ai-startups-europe.eu)https://www.ai4belgium.be/ai-landscape

https://www.ai-startups-europe.eu/
https://www.ai4belgium.be/ai-landscape






Food for 
thoughts

• Combine bottom up and top down approach, engage people

• Open innovation (quadruple helix) approach must be encouraged

• Skills is key and uptake by the all the actors are the main challenges

• Sensibilzation of the citizen is needed for trust

• Story telling & mapping in Europe are needed to retain and attract
talents

• Integrate AI strategies in Digital strategies



Join the coalition on
www.ai4belgium.be/join-ai4belgium

AI4Belgium

@ai4_belgium

or follow on : 

http://www.ai4belgium.be/join-ai4belgium


AXTAN

Technology Transfer Manager

CONTACT : 

Nathanael Ackerman 
AI & Innovation Expert @ FPS BOSA
AI4Belgium General Manager
Member of the Belgian Digital Minds
AIEU National Contact Point 
OECD – ONE AI expert
Unesco Belgian Delegation on AI

Phone :+32470802547 

nathanael.ackerman@bosa.fgov.be


